
1 Center for American Progress | Fact Sheet: How Trump’s FY 2019 Budget Hurts Communities of Color

FACT SHEET

How Trump’s FY 2019 Budget  
Hurts Communities of Color
By Rejane Frederick, Connor Maxwell, and Silva Mathema  February 16, 2018

President Donald Trump’s FY 2019 budget1 is poised to continue a relentless attack on 
hard-fought protections and gains won by communities of color over the course of sev-
eral generations2––all to pay for the $1.5 trillion in tax cuts3 he gave to corporations and 
millionaires. Here are just a few examples of the many ways in which President Trump’s 
budget harms communities of color:

• Dismantles the health care system: President Trump’s budget calls for the repeal of 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA). An analysis of a previous U.S. Senate repeal bill found 
that doing so would leave 8.7 million people of color without Medicaid coverage by 
2026.4 That number includes 2.9 million African Americans; 4.7 million Hispanic 
people; and 1.2 million Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders, 
American Indians, Aleutians, Eskimos, and people of two or more races. The budget 
slashes $306 billion in federal funding5 over 10 years from Medicaid and places puni-
tive work requirements on certain enrollees—which would disproportionately affect 
women, African Americans, and Native Americans.6

• Slashes food assistance: President Trump plans to slash the nation’s Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by roughly 31 percent,7 jeopardizing access to 
food for 8 million African Americans, 7.7 million Hispanic Americans, 1.3 million Asian 
Americans, 560,000 Native Americans, and 431,000 people of two or more races.8

• Slashes housing assistance: President Trump’s budget proposal would cut $8.8 
billion from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 9 
which supports housing for more than 9 million people, including 4.2 million African 
Americans and 1.8 million Hispanic Americans.10 The budget slashes the Fair Housing 
Initiatives Program by 2.6 million,11 which is designed to provide fair housing enforce-
ment and education. This move will hamstring the ability of fair housing organizations 
to prevent and eliminate discrimination in housing, which is still prevalent 50 years 
after the passage of the Fair Housing Act.12  
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President Trump also cuts $114 million from HUD funding for programs that both 
increase and rehabilitate sorely needed affordable housing stock and community 
facilities in Native American Tribes and Alaskan Native villages.13 Fully 40 percent14 of 
the housing on the Indian reservations are in subpar condition compared with just 6 
percent outside of Native communities.

• Undermines access to justice and environmental protections: President Trump 
eliminates the Legal Services Corporation,15 which provided legal aid services to 
roughly 2 million people in 201616 across the United States, 27.8 percent of whom are 
African American and 17.6 percent are Hispanic Americans. Also, President Trump 
undercuts the U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division—whose mission is 
to protect Americans from discrimination—by proposing to eliminate17 27 positions 
from an already understaffed department.18 

 

Trump’s budget19 and infrastructure proposal20 call for drastic reductions to environ-
mental initiatives21 charged with monitoring, evaluating, and remediating environ-
mental hazards, further jeopardizing the health and safety of communities of color, 
which are more likely to be exposed to pollution and situated near toxic waste sites.22 

• Undermines economic opportunity and labor protections: Trump reduces the 
budget of the U.S. Commerce Department’s Minority Business Development Agency 
(MBDA) by $24 million,23 which is the only federal agency exclusively focused on 
providing people of color supports to start and grow their own businesses.24 He also 
eliminates the U.S. Department of Labor’s Migrant and Seasonal Farmworker Training 
program,25 which funds programs geared towards increasing the employment oppor-
tunities and earnings of migrant and seasonal farmworkers.

• Undermines access to education: President Trump eliminates the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers program,26 which provided high-quality after- 
school programs27 to 1.2 million low-income students of color from 2014 to 2015; 
the Comprehensive Literacy Development Grants program which supports efforts 
to improve reading comprehension; and the Federal Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grant Program, which helps students with the greatest need for  
financial aid. 
 
President Trump seeks to freeze the maximum Pell Grant award—which helps nearly 
two-thirds of African American students and half of Latino students pay for college—
at their current level of $5,920, for the next decade.28 Even now, Pell Grants cover less 
than one-third of the total tuition costs of a four-year degree.29 The administration 
also eliminates the subsidized student loan program,30 which provides interest-free 
loans for students with financial needs, and chops funding for the Federal Work-
Study program by $790 million,31 which helps undergraduate and graduate students 
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with severely limited means pay for their education through part-time employment. 
Notably, some of the work-study program’s funding was restored in the budget adden-
dum32 following the recent congressional budget deal. 

• Hurts immigrants: The Department of Homeland Security is asking for $782 million33 
to add 2,750 more immigration enforcement officers and U.S. Border Patrol agents. A 
bigger deportation force will only terrorize immigrant communities across the nation. 
The budget also proposes that U.S. taxpayers pay for an unnecessary border wall by put-
ting $1.6 billion34 in 2019—out of a total of $18 billion requested to build it. And the 
real cost of constructing the entire wall could be much more, as high as $66.9 billion.35 
 
President Trump is planning36 to penalize immigrants for being “likely” to use essen-
tial government assistance such as health benefits, nutritional assistance, and educa-
tional assistance. The budget further cracks down37 on the ability of undocumented 
parents to claim the Child Tax Credit (CTC) and Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
for their qualifying children. This type of requirement is estimated to take benefits 
away from 3 million children38 in low-income immigrant families.  
 
The president’s budget is requesting $2.8 billion39 to maintain a daily occupancy of 
52,000 detention beds—a massive increase from 39,32440 beds in fiscal year 2017. The 
higher number of beds means many vulnerable individuals,41 such as asylum seekers, 
will be kept in detention centers. This provision is a boon to the private prison indus-
try—and with less oversight and lack of accountability, there is a greater chance that 
the detainees are mistreated in these private prisons. 
 
Additionally, the budget cuts funding to the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program pro-
gram by 11 percent42 relative to actual spending in 2017. It also cuts funds for essential 
transitional, medical, and other support services,43 which includes vital resources 
to provide cash and medical benefits, case management, employment services, and 
English language services. 

Rejane Frederick is an associate director for the Poverty to Prosperity Program at Center 
for American Progress. Connor Maxwell is the research associate for Progress 2050 at the 
Center. Silva Mathema is a senior policy analyst of Immigration Policy at the Center.
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