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The Korean American 

population grew 

significantly faster 

than the U.S. average 

between 2000 and 

2013, and Korean 

Americans are much 

more likely to be first-

generation immigrants 

than the U.S. average.

Korean American 
average

Asian American 
average

U.S.  
average

National population1

U.S. residents, 2013 1.7 million 19.2 million 316 million

Population growth, 2010–2013 1.7 percent 10.9 percent 2.4 percent

Population growth, 2000–2013 41 percent 62 percent 12 percent

Top states of residence2

California  525,295  6,161,975  38,332,521 

New York  144,108  1,737,271  19,651,127 

New Jersey  94,055  875,686  8,899,339 

Washington  88,753  709,237  6,971,406 

Virginia  85,519  599,829  8,260,405 

Total population in these states 937,730 10,083,998  82,114,798 

Educational attainment3

Less than a high school degree 9 percent 14 percent 13.4 percent

High school degree or equivalent 19 percent 16 percent 28 percent

Bachelor’s degree or higher 52 percent 49 percent 29.6 percent

Income and poverty4

Median 12-month household income $65,000 $71,709 $53,046

Share in poverty overall 13.9 percent 12.8 percent 15.7 percent

Share of children in poverty 21 percent 13.6 percent 22.2 percent

Share of seniors in poverty 12 percent 13.5 percent 9.3 percent
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* Asian alone/Asian alone or in combination: The “Asian 
alone” category represents respondents who identified 
Asian as being their only race. The “Asian alone or in com-
bination” category represents respondents who identified 
as being Asian along with at least one other race.

** This value is representative of Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders, or AAPIs, because a separate “Asian 
alone” racial category was not included in the source. 

Endnotes
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Civic participation5

Turnout among registered voters in 2012 79 percent 79 percent 87 percent

Vote in 2012 (percent Obama/Romney) 66/33 68/31 51/47

Party identification (percent Democrat/
Republican/neither)

46/18/34 33/14/53 24/32/38

Language diversity6

Speak language other than English at home 78 percent 77/70 percent* 21 percent

Limited English proficiency, or LEP 45 percent 35/32 percent* 8.5 percent

Share of linguistically isolated households 27 percent 17 percent 5 percent

Most common language: Korean, spoken by 1.1 million people

Immigration and nativity7

Share who are foreign born 74 percent 66 percent 15 percent

Share who are U.S. citizens 67 percent 75 percent 93 percent

Number of naturalizations, 2013 15,786 275,700 779,929

Number of legal permanent residents, 2013 23,166 400,548 990,553

Labor force8

Labor-force participation rate 60.5 percent 64.6 percent 63.4 percent

Unemployment rate, 2013 5.3 percent 5.2 percent 7.4 percent

Median duration of unemployment, 2013 15 weeks 20 weeks** 17 weeks

Health insurance9

Share without health insurance 25 percent 14.6 percent 14.5 percent

Share with private health insurance 60 percent 69 percent 64 percent
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