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We are faith leaders from diverse traditions, committed to justice and dignity for all 
God’s people. We believe that God entrusts each of us with the capacity to make moral 
decisions when faced with complex situations in our lives. 

We recognize that pregnancy can present a woman with important decisions—and 
that she is equipped by God and conscience to determine what is best for her and her 
family. Any law that attempts to override a woman’s conscience and personal decision-
making by decreeing that she must carry a pregnancy to term—regardless of her 
health, life circumstances, or faith tradition—violates American values and is a form 
of moral violence. 

Therefore, we strongly oppose a bill introduced in the House of Representatives that 
would outlaw abortions at 20 weeks’ gestation. The bill, H.R. 36, would insert politics 
into important medical decisions and deny a woman the ability to decide what is right 
for her in consultation with those she trusts the most. H.R. 36 is not based on science 
or medical expertise. Furthermore, it disregards a woman’s human rights and her 
religious freedom. 

We urge members of Congress to reject this legislation and instead work to provide 
the supports that a woman needs in order to determine her readiness and capacity to 
become a parent and to raise her children with dignity. Supports include measures that 
promote economic security, affordable housing, access to health care, a healthy environ-
ment, and personal safety. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/36?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22pain-capable%22%5d%7d
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As faith leaders, we pledge to support policies that respect women’s decision-making 
and honor religious freedom; ensure that all women have access to safe affordable health 
care, including abortion care; educate our communities about reproductive justice and 
engage them in work to safeguard women’s health and well-being; and stand up for 
women’s reproductive health as a religious and moral issue. 
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