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From 2001 to 2012, 6,410 

women were murdered by 

their intimate partner with a 

gun in the United States. 

That is more than the total 

number of U.S. soldiers killed 

in combat during the wars in 

Iraq and Afghanistan 

combined.

Although violent crime in the United States has declined over the past two decades, 

domestic violence remains unacceptably high: 
•	 From 2001 to 2012, 6,410 women were murdered by an intimate partner with a gun. 

This is more than the total number of U.S. soldiers killed in combat during the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan combined.1

•	 From 2003 to 2012, 34 percent of all female homicide victims were killed by a 
current or former intimate partner.2 Fifty-five percent of those murders were 
committed with a gun.3 

Federal law currently prohibits only some abusers and stalkers from purchasing or 

possessing guns:
•	 Individuals convicted of misdemeanor crimes of domestic violence against a current 

or former spouse, parent or guardian, co-parent of a child in common, or current or 
former cohabitating dating partner 

•	 Individuals subject to a domestic violence restraining order against the same catego-
ries of victims listed above

•	 Individuals convicted of felony crimes that involve domestic abuse or stalking4

However, there are many gaps in federal law that allow dangerous abusers to have  

access to guns:
•	 The current bar does not include those convicted of misdemeanor crimes of domestic 

violence—or those subject to a domestic violence restraining order—in dating 
partner relationships, yet dating partners commit nearly half of all intimate partner 
homicides.5 

•	 Convicted misdemeanant stalkers are not prohibited at the federal level.
•	 Background checks are not required on all gun sales, so prohibited purchasers can 

easily evade federal law by buying guns through private sales without a background 
check and with no questions asked.

•	 Even once an individual is prohibited following a domestic violence conviction or a 
permanent restraining order, there are no federal laws in place that require the 
prohibited individual to surrender firearms he or she already owns.

•	 Some states are failing to provide records of prohibited domestic abusers to the 
National Instant Criminal Background Check System, or NICS.6

A woman is murdered with  

a gun in the United States  

every five hours.12

6,410
women murdered

5,337
soldiers killed
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In 2014, six states  
passed laws to help  
keep guns out of the 
hands of abusers: 

•	 Louisiana
•	 Minnesota
•	 New Hampshire
•	 Vermont
•	 Washington
•	 Wisconsin13

Women support expanding 

protections for victims of 

stalking and domestic 

violence. In a July 2014 poll, 

81 percent of women 

said they would support 

expanding the category of 

those prohibited from gun 

access to include stalkers and 

dating partner abusers.14

Legislation was previously introduced to address weaknesses in federal law. A number 
of bills were introduced in the 113th Congress to address these issues, and the Senate 
Judiciary Committee held the first-ever hearing on the role of guns in domestic violence 
homicides of women in July 2014.
•	 S. 1290: Protecting Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act of 2013—Sen. Amy 

Klobuchar (D-MN)7 
•	 S. 2483: Lori Jackson Domestic Violence Survivor Protection Act of 2014—Sen. Richard 

Blumenthal (D-CT)8 
•	 H.R. 4906: Protecting Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act of 2014—Rep. Lois 

Capps (D-CA)9 
•	 H.R. 1914: Preventing Victims of Stalking Act of 2013—Rep. Janice Hahn (D-CA)10 
•	 H.R. 3566: Domestic Violence Criminal Disarmament Act of 2013—Rep. Gwen Moore 

(D-WI)11 

There are many opportunities in the 114th Congress to build bipartisan support to protect 

victims of domestic violence and stalking from gun violence using the following strategies:  
•	 Reintroduce standalone legislation that addresses the weaknesses in federal law.
•	 Pass legislation that requires a background check for every gun sale. 
•	 Seek to increase federal funding for NICS to help states submit records  

of prohibited individuals and to allow more states to participate in the National 
Violent Death Reporting System, a crucial public health research tool.

For more information about 

how gun violence affects 

women in each state, visit 

www.protectallwomen.org.
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