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The rising violent crime rates over the past two years is a major issue that elected
officials must address immediately. While many have blamed the criminal justice
reform movement for the rise in violent crime, the fact is that these increases in
violent crime can largely be attributed to an alarming escalation in gun violence.
If elected officials are serious about stopping violent crime, they need to prioritize
and support stronger gun laws.
This fact sheet provides telling data on the link between gun violence and rising
crime rates.

Rising crime rates are almost entirely driven by an increase
in gun-related homicides
■ From 2019 to 2020, homicides increased a staggering 28 percent.1 This sharp
increase was driven by a dramatic rise in gun-related homicides:
■ While nonfirearm homicides increased less than 10 percent from 2019 to 2020,
gun homicides rose by 35 percent, the largest annual increase ever recorded.2
■ In 2020, 8 out of every 10 homicides were perpetrated with a gun, the highest
proportion in recent years.3
■ Unfortunately, the rise in gun homicides continued through 2021: Preliminary data
suggest an additional 7 percent increase in gun homicides from 2020 to 2021.4
Rates of gun homicides have increased dramatically
among children and teenagers
■ Because of this increase, gun deaths are now the leading cause of death for
children and teenagers:
■ From 2019 to 2020, the rate of gun homicides among children and teenagers
ages 1 to 19 rose by 40 percent.5
■ In 2019, gun deaths surpassed vehicle-related accidents to become the leading
cause of death for children and teens.6
Nonfatal gunshot injuries are also on the rise
■ While data are limited, evidence suggests a rise in nonfatal shootings in recent years:
■ A survey conducted by the Police Executive Research Forum indicates that 70
percent of agencies reported an increase in nonfatal shootings from 2019 to 2020.7
Center for American Progress The Recent Rise in Violent Crime Is Driven by Gun Violence

1

Firearms are frequently used to threaten people during
other violent crimes
■ From 2019 to 2020, there were more than 820,000 violent crimes involving
firearms—primarily robberies and aggravated assaults.8 This means that every day,
more than 1,100 people were threatened with a gun.9
As gun crimes and the gun homicide rate have increased,
the number of mass shootings has also grown considerably
■

■

■

Mass shootings increased 46 percent from 2019 to 2020 and another 13 percent
from 2020 to 2021.10
Unfortunately, data suggest that the number of mass shootings in 2022 will
surpass 500—more than one shooting per day.11
Assault weapons have been found to be used in 16 percent of mass shootings,
which has significantly increased the number of victims and fatalities:12
■ According to Everytown for Gun Safety, when assault weapons were used in a
mass shooting from 2009 to 2020, six times more people were shot compared
with shootings that involved other weapons.13
■ Assault weapons have been the common denominator in the deadliest mass
shootings in the past 10 years:
– Uvalde, Texas (2022): 21 people killed
– El Paso, Texas (2019): 23 people killed
– Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (2018): 11 people killed
– Parkland, Florida (2018); 17 people killed
– Las Vegas, Nevada (2017): 58 people killed
– Sutherland Springs, Texas (2017): 26 people killed
– San Bernardino, California (2015): 14 people killed
– Orlando, Florida (2016): 49 people killed
– Aurora, Colorado (2012): 12 people killed
– Newtown, Connecticut (2012): 27 people killed

Violent crime and homicide rates are worse in states
with weaker gun laws
■ States that received an “F” grade based on the strength of their gun laws—
according to the latest scorecard from the Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun
Violence—saw the highest homicide rates: 14
■ States with “F” grades saw 25 percent higher homicide rates than states with “C”
or “D” grades.15
■ States with “F” grades saw 61 percent higher homicide rates than states with “A”
or “B” grades—states with the strongest gun laws.16
■ Children and teenagers are most vulnerable in states with weaker gun laws:
■ In 2020, the 10 states with the highest rates of gun deaths among children
and teenagers ages 1 to 19 were Louisiana, Alaska, Mississippi, South Carolina,
Arkansas, Kansas, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, and Alabama.17 All of these states
received an “F” grade for their weak gun laws.
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■

Reports also suggest that rates of nonfatal gunshot injuries sustained during
assaults are higher in states with weaker gun laws:
■ In 2017, the year with available data across states, states that received an “F”
grade had a rate of nonfatal gunshot injuries that was 22 percent higher than
states with “C” or “D” grades and 59 percent higher than states with “A” or
“B” grades.18

Conclusion
Every day, more than 50 people are murdered with a gun and another 1,100 are
threatened during a violent crime. As a result, the United States has the highest
level of gun violence across developed nations, with mass shootings occurring at a
daily rate.19
We cannot continue living like this. Elected officials must stop circumventing gun
violence by putting blame on the criminal justice reform movement. If they are
serious about stopping crime, gun violence prevention laws must be on the top of
their agendas.
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