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Wyoming has virtually no laws to restrict access to firearms by domestic abusers. Much

more can be done to keep guns out of the hands of dangerous persons.

State gun and domestic violence overview

Wyoming is home to a significant amount of gun violence.
* From 2002 to 2011, 844 people were killed with guns in Wyoming.'
* Somebody is killed with a gun in Wyoming every four days: In 2011 alone, there

were 96 gun deaths in the state.”

Domestic violence fatalities are prevalent in Wyoming, and they are frequently a result

of gun crime.

* According to the FBI, there were 26 domestic violence homicides in Wyoming from
2003 to 2012, which include both male and female victims.

* Of those homicides, more than half of the victims—53.8 percent—were killed

with guns.?

Women are far more at risk to be victims of fatal domestic violence, and guns play a

anifi lein th o] From 2002 to 2011,
significant role in that violence.
* Of the 42 female homicide victims in Wyoming from 2003 to 2012, 18 were killed as 844 peop I e
aresult of a domestic violence incident.* were killed with guns in
* Firearms accounted for the murders of 17 women in Wyoming from 2002 to 2011.° Wyoming.
Overview of Wyoming laws to protect women from abusers and stalkers
Wyoming has few laws to prevent abusers from having easy access to guns. From 2003 to 2012, 50 percent
* In 2014, Wyoming passed a law making domestic assault and battery distinct crimes.® of fetn.ale d.on.1est|.c V|olenc'e
O, T . . ) ) . homicide victims in Wyoming
* Wyoming’s domestic violence laws include people in dating relationships. were killed with a gun.

Wyoming can do much more to protect its citizens from domestic violence..

* Wyoming does not prohibit domestic violence or stalking misdemeanants from
purchasing or possessing guns.

* Wyoming does not require the surrender of firearms or ammunition by domestic
abusers who have become prohibited from possessing firearms or ammunition under
federal law.

* Wyoming law does not explicitly authorize or require the removal of firearms or

ammunition at the scene of a domestic violence incident.
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* Wyoming does not require private sellers to conduct background checks on any gun )
Where does Wyoming stand on

laws to protect women from
abusers and stalkers?

sale, including those taking place over the Internet or at gun shows.

Support for doing more to protect women from abusers and stalkers
in Wyoming

Stalkers
prohibited?

Many Wyoming voters strongly support expanding background checks to keep guns : )

o ) Misdemeanant domestic
from criminals, domestic abusers, and other dangerous people. abusers prohibited?
* Ina July 2013 poll conducted by Public Policy Polling, 5SS percent of Wyoming voters

supported background checks for all gun sales.® Individuals subject to
a domestic violence
protective order
..................................................................................................................... prohibited?
Case study

Background checks
required on all

[<] ] [ [x]

We need universal background checks and other important measures to keep guns out gun sales?

of the hands of dangerous abusers.

* Thomas Miller had previously assaulted and threatened to shoot his wife, Natalie,
before he fatally shot her as she ran from their house in Casper, Wyoming. On the A majority of Wyoming voters
evening of March 26, 2013, Miller had been out drinking at a bar before he returned ;“F;F:jf:tszaefslkgfound checks on

home, where Natalie’s mother was watching their two children. Natalie and Thomas

started fighting, and as Natalie attempted to leave the room, Thomas went to the back

of the house where he kept several firearms. Natalie ran out of the house as she called

911 and was shot on their neighbor’s porch.’

55%
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