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This fact sheet contains a correction. 

New York has strong restrictions on access to firearms by domestic abusers. However, 
more can be done to prevent access to guns by domestic abusers by explicitly requiring 
the removal of firearms or ammunition at the scene of a domestic violence incident.

State gun and domestic violence overview

New York is home to a staggering amount of gun violence.
• From 2002 to 2011, 9,914 people were killed with guns in New York. That is  

almost twice the number of all U.S. combat deaths in the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan combined.1  

• Somebody is killed with a gun in New York every nine hours: In 2011 alone, there 
were 997 gun deaths in the state.2 

Domestic violence fatalities are prevalent in New York, and they are frequently a result of 

gun crime. 
• According to the FBI, there were 656 domestic violence homicides in New York from 

2003 to 2012, which includes both male and female victims.
• Of those homicides, more than one-quarter of the victims—30.5 percent—were 

killed with guns.3

Women are far more at risk to be victims of fatal domestic violence, and guns play a 

significant role in that violence.
• Of the 1,591 female homicide victims in New York from 2003 to 2012, 522 were 

killed as a result of a domestic violence incident.4

• Firearms accounted for the murders of 569 women in New York from 2002 to 2011.5 

Overview of New York laws to protect women from abusers and stalkers

New York law currently prevents some domestic abusers from possessing guns.
• New York prohibits persons convicted of specific violent misdemeanors, including 

stalking, from possessing firearms.6 Any conviction for one of the specified 
misdemeanors results in firearm prohibition, regardless of the relationship between 
the perpetrator and the victim.
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• New York law provides a procedure to determine which violent misdemeanor 
convictions qualify for the federal domestic violence misdemeanant prohibition. 
Records of these convictions are submitted to the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System.7

• Upon issuing a domestic violence protective order, a court must revoke the abuser’s 
firearms license and order the immediate surrender of all firearms if the court finds 
that the abuser inflicted physical injury, used or threatened to use a deadly weapon, 
or committed behavior constituting a violent felony offense or if the court finds there 
is a substantial risk that the abuser respondent may use or threaten to use a firearm 
against the person protected by the protection order.8

• Domestic violence protection orders in New York may be brought against persons 
who have abused their spouse, former spouse, parent, child, member of the same 
family or household, or intimate or former intimate partner.9

• New York requires a background check before every sale of a gun.10

However, the state still has a loophole that can let some abusers have easy access to guns.
• New York law does not explicitly authorize or require the removal of firearms or 

ammunition at the scene of a domestic violence incident. 

Support for doing more to protect women from abusers and stalkers in 
New York

Many New Yorkers strongly support expanding background checks to keep guns from 

criminals, domestic abusers, and other dangerous people.
• In a March 2013 poll conducted by Quinnipiac University, 64 percent of those 

surveyed supported the stronger gun laws enacted in New York in January 2013.11 

Case study

We need universal background checks and other important measures to keep guns out 

of the hands of dangerous abusers.
• Jackie Wisniewski was fatally shot in June 2012 by her ex-boyfriend, Timothy 

Jorden, who had been stalking her since their relationship ended. Jorden, a surgeon 
at the Buffalo, New York, hospital where Jackie worked as a nurse, had begun 
threatening and physically abusing her while they were dating. After Jackie ended the 
relationship, Jorden began stalking her, placing a GPS tracker in her car and following 
her outside of work. Jackie filed a police report after she discovered the GPS tracker 
but was never granted a formal protective order. Jorden arrived at the hospital where 
they both worked under the guise of speaking to Jackie privately, he then shot her 
in the head at point-blank range in a stairwell and fled the scene. He was discovered 
dead several days later of self-inflicted gunshot wounds.12 

 

*Correction, October 14, 2014: This fact sheet has been corrected to accurately reflect that  
New York does prohibit stalkers from possessing guns.
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support stronger gun laws.
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