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Colorado passed new laws in 2013 addressing guns in the hands of domestic abusers. 
However, there is still more that can be done to keep guns out of the hands of 
dangerous persons, such as convicted stalkers.

State gun and domestic violence overview

Colorado is home to a significant amount of gun violence.
•	 From 2002 to 2011, 5,332 people were killed with guns in Colorado, which is  

51 percent more than all U.S. combat deaths during the Iraq War.1  
•	 Somebody is killed with a gun in Colorado every 15 hours: In 2011 alone, there were 

573 gun deaths in the state.2 

Domestic violence fatalities are prevalent Colorado, and they are frequently a result of 

gun crime. 
•	 According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in 2011, 18.1 percent 

of all 188 homicides in Colorado were cases of domestic violence involving family 
members or intimate partners.3

•	 Of these victims of domestic violence, 50 percent were killed with guns.4

Women are far more at risk to be victims of fatal domestic violence, and guns play a 

significant role in that violence.
•	 In 2011, more than 40 percent of female homicide victims in Colorado were killed 

in a domestic violence incident; a total of 21 women were murdered in domestic 
violence disputes. Of those homicides, 47.6 percent were committed with a gun.5

•	 Firearms accounted for the murders of 256 women in Colorado from 2002 to 2011.6

Overview of Colorado laws to protect women from abusers and stalkers

Colorado law currently prevents some domestic abusers from possessing guns.
•	 In 2013, Colorado amended state laws to bar persons subject to domestic violence 

protective orders from possessing firearms and to require courts to order the 
surrender of firearms by persons subject to domestic violence protective orders.7

•	 The 2013 law also requires courts convicting abusers of domestic abuse 
misdemeanors—as defined under federal law—to order them to surrender  
their firearms.8

•	 Colorado requires universal background checks for all firearms purchasers,  
including those who purchase from private sellers—sellers who are not federally 
licensed dealers.9

5,332
people killed with
guns in Colorado

3,491 combat 
deaths in the war 
in Iraq

From 2002 to 2011, more 
people were killed with guns 
in Colorado than U.S. soldiers 
killed in combat in the war
 in Iraq.

In 2011, more than 40 perent 
of all female homicides in 
Colorado were cases of 
domestic violence involving 
family members or intimate 
partners.

Colorado Domestic Violence and Guns  |  1

BECAUSE SMART GUN LAWS  SAVE LIVES

LAW CENTER TO
PREVENT GUN VIOLENCE

http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/CAP-DV-CO.pdf


Colorado Domestic Violence and Guns  |  2

Colorado state law has loopholes that can let some abusers have easy access to guns.
•	 Colorado does not bar persons convicted of stalking misdemeanors, or similar 

crimes, from possessing firearms.
•	 Colorado does not generally ban gun possession by people who have abused non-

cohabitating dating partners or family members, such as siblings, even if the abuser is 
subject to a restraining order or has been convicted of the abuse as a misdemeanor. 

Support for doing more to protect women from abusers and stalkers  
in Colorado

Voters in Colorado strongly support expanding background checks to keep guns from 

criminals, domestic abusers, and other dangerous people.
•	 In a November 2013 poll conducted by Quinnipiac University, 85 percent of 

Colorado voters supported requiring background checks for all gun buyers, including 
78 percent of Republicans and 80 percent of gun-owning households.10 

Case study

We need universal background checks and other important measures to keep guns out 

of the hands of dangerous abusers.
•	 Anastasia Glinisty and Christopher Fields dated and then broke up in June 2011. 

Following this breakup, Fields began harassing and stalking Glinisty and was arrested 
for his conduct a number of times between September 2011 and June 2012. In June 
2012 while a criminal felony case against Fields was pending, a court issued an order 
of protection barring Fields from contacting Glinisty and ordering him to wear a 
GPS ankle monitor to ensure that he complied. On January 9, 2013, in Denver, Fields 
lay in wait on a highway-exit ramp. When Glinisty approached in her car, Fields 
stepped in front of the car and shot her once through the windshield. Glinisty, who 
was injured, survived the attack. Fields fled to New Mexico and was apprehended by 
police a few days later. He has been charged with attempted first-degree murder.11
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support background checks 
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