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Illinois Common Core: Advancing Student Achievement

Across the country, too many of today’s high school graduates are not ready for college 
or the workforce. According to a recent study, one out of four high school graduates 
require remedial education to enroll in college courses. The Common Core State 
Standards will help prepare students throughout the nation for success in college and 
careers.

Illinois’ students deserve a high-quality and robust education

Today, nearly every high-paying job requires some postsecondary education or 
training. In order to compete for 21st century jobs, Illinois’ students need a strong 
academic base that prepares them for success in the knowledge-based economy. 

But currently, the system in Illinois is failing to help all students achieve their full 
potential. 36,000 Illinois students between the ages of 16 and 19 dropped out of high 
school in 2011.1 And even more alarmingly, Illinois’ college graduation rate among 
adults lags 20 percent behind America’s highest-performing state.2

If we want Illinois’ students to achieve, we need to expect more

The Common Core State Standards, or CCSS, provide a new path for teachers to develop 
a more rigorous curriculum and raise the bar for students to become active learners and 
independent thinkers. 

Recognizing the dire need to advance student achievement, Illinois’ leaders worked with 
education officials from across the county to draft a new set of standards to promote 
critical thinking and problem solving. Illinois initially adopted the Common Core State 
Standards in 2010 and joined 44 other states and the District of Columbia in raising the 
bar for student achievement in math and reading.9 By raising expectations and providing 
support to help students reach them, children in Illinois will be better prepared with the 
knowledge and skills needed to prosper in higher education and future careers.

In Illinois, adults with a bachelor’s degree earn 
more than twice as much as high school dropouts.
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445,063 
more Illinois high 
schoolers would 
graduate in the next 
four years.

If Illinois’s high school graduation 
rate matched the best performing state:10

$2.9B
more income would 
be earned by Illinois 
adults each year.

Low standards are 
costing Illinois

Illinois’ students are not 
prepared for future high-
skilled jobs

82%
of Illinois jobs 
are middle- or 

high-skill, requiring 
education beyond 

a high school 
diploma3
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34%
of employers across 

the country deem the 
preparation of newly-hired 

high school graduates as 
“deficient”5
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rates among Illinois 
adults8



There is broad support for 
Common Core in Illinois 
and across the country
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“ “ “The new standards raise 

the bar on education 

and have the potential 

to produce a generation 

of competitive, well-

prepared graduates who 

know how to collaborate, 

communicate and think 

more deeply.
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Before, we used to 
be satisfied for you 
to memorize your 
times tables. Now, 
we want you to apply 
your times tables, and 
solve problems.
 
ILLINOIS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
CHAIRMAN GERY CHICO19

What Common Core 

is about is teaching 

students to think, 

not to have canned or 

memorized answers but 

to take what they know 

to figure out what they 

don’t know. It simulates 

life.
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Next-generation assessments are needed for a next-generation 
workforce

Better preparation and K-12 assessments are critical for student success in college and 
a career. Currently in Illinois, gaps between state- and nationally reported reading and 
math scores make it near impossible for teachers and parents to know how students are 
performing in comparison to their peers in other states and across the globe. 

American students score well below their peers in other countries, and are not expected 
to know critical math and reading skills as early as their global counterparts. Common 
Core will help ensure our students are receiving the world-class education they deserve.
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79% OF 
TEACHERS
in Illinois believe the Common Core 
standards will improve students’ ability to 
think critically and use reasoning skills.17

The preparedness gap 
in Illinois

86%11 85%13

36%12 36%14

While a majority of students are deemed 
proficient on state exams, performance 
on national exams tells a different story.
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? 3RD GRADE: 

OLD ILLINOIS TEST15

Samantha wants to estimate the sum 
of 155 and 188 to the nearest 100’s. 
What is her estimated sum? Mark your 
answer.

A) 500   
B) 300

C) 400   
D) 600

3RD GRADE: 

COMMON CORE16

Click on all the equations that are true.

Example: How the Common Core can create a higher standard 
for student achievement

8 x 9 = 81
54 / 9 = 24 / 6
7 x 5 = 25
8 x 3 = 4 x 6
49 / 7 = 56 / 8


