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What is the Common Core

The Common Core State Standards were developed by the National Governors 
Association, or NGA, and the Council of Chief State School Officers, or CCSSO, to 
create a consistent set of stronger achievement standards for American students. 

America’s governors—Republicans and Democrats alike—came together with the 
country’s leading teachers and education experts to develop common standards in 
math and reading/English language arts for grades K–12: the Common Core. The 
Common Core raises the bar for students to become active learners and independent 
thinkers. That’s why 45 states—red, blue, and purple states—have adopted these fairer, 
stronger, and smarter achievement standards.

Why we need the Common Core

+	 Preparation: Right now, too many of today’s students are not prepared to take 
the next step with their education. Students leave grade school without the skills 
necessary for middle and high school, and high schools are graduating students 
who are not prepared for college or the workforce. Better preparation is essential 
for student success and to the economic growth of the country. 

+	 Better Assessments: New assessments that are aligned to the Common Core 
are being developed. These next-generation assessments will challenge students 
on the material and critical-thinking reading and math skills needed to prepare 
them for higher education, and will replace much of the bubble-testing our 
students are over-burdened with today with fairer, more consistent, and more 
accurate assessments that better measure student achievement and creativity. 
They also arm administrators, educators, and parents with the information 
needed to continue to improve school instruction and learning. 

+	 Fairness: We need an education system that is fair and measures student 
achievement with consistent benchmarks. Right now, our education system is a 
patchwork system where each state’s set of standards is different and students are 
not on equal footing. We cannot continue to operate an education system where 
an “A” in one state is a “C” in another. 

American students deserve standards that bring out their best 

Across the country, too many of today’s high school graduates are not ready for college 
or the workforce. Today, nearly every high-paying job requires some postsecondary 
education or training. We know we are not meeting student achievement standards 
that kids in other highly developed countries are meeting. In order to compete for 21st 
century jobs, America’s students need a strong academic base that prepares them for 
success in the knowledge-based economy.

One out of four high school graduates 
require remedial education to enroll in 
college courses.1

The 2013 release of the National Assessment 
of Education Progress, or NAEP, found that 
less than one-third of U.S. public school 
students in the 8th grade were proficient in 
reading or math.2

The Programme for International Student 
Assessment, or PISA, results that were just 
released show that teenagers in the United 
States slipped from 25th to 31st in math 
since 2009; from 20th to 24th in science; 
and from 11th to 21st in reading.3
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The Common Core will help close the achievement gap 

Right now, the United States has two education systems: one for the wealthy and one 
for the rest of the country. The Common Core will help close that achievement gap by 
ensuring that all students are held to the highest expectations in reading and math. 

+	 The achievement gap has grown 40 percent. A recent study found that the 
gap in standardized test scores between affluent and low-income students has 
grown by about 40 percent since the 1960s.4

+	 A growing achievement gap means less success in the workforce. 
Another study by researchers from the University of Michigan found that the 
imbalance between rich and poor children in college completion—the single 
most important predictor of success in the workforce—has grown by about 50 
percent since the late 1980s.5

Common Core = A growing economy

+	 Raising standards will grow the economy. If American students preformed 
near the top of international assessments, economists estimate the U.S. economy 
would grow by 1.6 percent over the next two decades, pumping hundreds of 
billions of dollars into the system.6

+	 Jobs are left empty due to a lack of qualified candidates. There are 3 
million jobs going unfilled in this country because there aren’t enough qualified 
candidates.7

+	 By 2020, there will be 120 million high-skilled and high-wage jobs. If we 
don’t have the workers to fill them, we risk our economic leadership in 
the world.8

There is broad support for the Common Core

Republicans and Democrats alike are in favor of higher education standards. Governors 
ranging from Pat McCrory in North Carolina, Rick Synder in Michigan, Andrew 
Cuomo in New York, and Bill Haslam in Tennessee are in favor of higher standards.

The Common Core  |  2

State leaders support 
the Common Core

Teachers 
overwhelmingly 
support the goals of 
the Common Core

According to a 2013 survey, 77 percent 
of teachers believe that the Common 
Core will improve students’ ability to 
think critically.12

“
“
“

I think the Common Core is a 
really important opportunity, 
and I think it’s a good thing…
unfortunately, it’s been too 
much about politics. Too many 
people in our country … are 
looking to fight someone for the 
sake of fighting.9

- GOV. RICK SNYDER (R-MI)

When you come in with a big 
change, there’s normally fits 
and starts, and it’s a little 
jerky, so that’s to be expected…
nationwide [Common Core is] 
where the county’s going, that’s 
the state of the art.10

- GOV. ANDREW CUOMO (D-NY)

“The reading and math 
standards in Common Core 
are high, relevant and can be 
applied internationally … yet 
[they] can also be applied and 
implemented here locally.11

- GOV. PAT McCRORY (R-NC)
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